
21ST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT FOR THE PARISH OF LIVINGSTON

DOCKET NUMBER:

STATE OF LOUISIANA

156~6L CIVIL DIVISION:

J.A.H. ENTERPRISES, INC. D/B/A
HENDERSON AUCTIONS

VERSUS

WORLDNET AUCTIONS, INC. AND
CHARLES R. EASLER, II

FILED: _

DEPUTY CLERK

PETITION FOR BREACH OF CONTRACT AND DAMAGES

The petition of J.A.H. ENTERPRISES, INC. D/B/A HENDERSON AUCTIONS ("Plaintiff'), a

Louisiana corporation domiciled in the Parish of Livingston, State of Louisiana, that respectfully

represent that:

1.

Made Defendants herein are:

A) WORLDNET AUCTIONS, INC. ("WorldNet"), a foreign corporation doing business

in the State of Louisiana, upon which citation and service may be made through the

Louisiana Long-Arm Statute; and

B) CHARLES R. EASLER, II ("Easler"), a major resident of the State of South Carolina

who regularly conducts business in the State of Louisiana, upon which citation and

service may be made through the Louisiana Long-Arm Statute (collectively

"Defendants").

2.

The Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendants because Defendants regularly transact

business in the State of Louisiana and because the specific claims that form the basis for this action

arise out of Defendants' transactions with Plaintiff within the State of Louisiana. Additionally,
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Louisiana. Therefore, the Twenty-First Judicial District, State of Louisiana has jurisdiction over

transactions arising out of the contracts where performed in the Parish of Livingston, State of

this suit and venue is proper in the Parish of Livingston, pursuant to Louisiana Code of Civil

Procedure articles 42(5), 73 and 76.1.

3.

Given Plaintiff's recognition as one of the preeminent auction companies in the nation,

Defendants, in March 2009, approached Plaintiff with a proposal for listing an item in an upcoming

equipment auction to be held at Plaintiff's facility in Livingston Parish (the "Livingston Facility").

Defendants proposed that, in exchange for Plaintiff loaning funds to Defendants in the amount of

Thirty-One Thousand Five Hundred and Noll 00 Dollars ($31 ,500.00) (the "Loan Funds") -- which

funds would be utilized by Defendants to purchase a Komatsu PC220LC-7L, SIN 86706 (the

"Komatsu") -- WorldNet would repay the Loan Funds from the proceeds of the sale of Komatsu

at the upcoming auction, and WorldNet would pay Plaintiff fifty (50%) percent of the profit

realized from the sale of the Komatsu. Plaintiff accepted Defendants' offer and entered into a

contract with Defendants on Defendants' proposed terms (the "Loan Contract").

4.

Plaintiff advanced to Defendants the Loan Funds as agreed in the Loan Agreement and, on

or about March 18,2009, the Komatsu was sold at the equipment auction held at the Livingston

Facility.

5.

Following the completion of the auction, Defendants and/or WorldNet obtained one

hundred (100%) percent of the sale proceeds for the Komatsu. Despite the terms of the Loan

Contract, Defendants failed to immediately remit to Plaintiff the sum due under the Loan Contract,

which amount totaled Thirty-Eight Thousand Five Hundred Forty and .NollOO Dollars

($38,540.00), and was itemized as Thirty-One Thousand Five Hundred and No/IOO Dollars

($31,500.00) for repayment of the Loan Funds and Seven Thousand Forty and Noll 00 Dollars

($7,040.00) for Plaintiff's share of the net profits.
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6.

When Plaintiff discovered that Defendants' breached the Loan Contract, Plaintiff made

demand upon Defendants for payment of the Thirty-Eight Thousand Five Hundred Forty and

Noll 00 Dollars ($38,540.00) owed pursuant to the Loan Contract. Subsequent to that demand,

Defendants have tendered partial payments in the amounts of Eleven Thousand Seven Hundred

Eighty-Four and 55/100 Dollars ($11,784.55) and One Thousand Twenty-Three and No/IOO

Dollars ($1,023.00). After application of all proper credits, Defendants' outstanding balance owed

under the Loan Contract totals Twenty-Five Thousand Seven Hundred Thirty-Two and 451100

($25,732.45), plus interest. Plaintiff's amicable demand for payment of the remaining sums due

under the Loan Contract has been to no avail.

7.

Additionally, Plaintiff is the exclusive marketing and sales agent for a company that owns

several thousand travel trailers and, in that capacity, Plaintiff regularly consigns travel trailers with

established auction companies and sales people outside ofthe State of Louisiana who will market

and sell the consigned travel trailers in areas where those consignees have an established sales

network.

8.

In 2010, Defendants approached Plaintiff about being a consignee for several hundred

travel trailers. Defendants sought to have Plaintiff consign travel trailers with Defendants to be

marketed and sold from Defendants' facility in Greeleyville, South Carolina (the "Greeleyville

Facility"). In exchange for the consignments, Defendants agreed to remit all sales proceeds to

Plaintiff, less agreed-upon deductions for certain expenses. Defendants further agreed to provide

an accounting for the location of the travel trailers, and for all funds received from the sales of the

travel trailers, upon request until all trailers were sold. Plaintiff accepted Defendants' offer and

entered into a contract with Defendants on Defendants' proposed terms (the "Trailer Contract").

9.

During the period between March 2010 and September 2010, Plaintiff shipped 317 travel

trailers to the Greeleyville Facility. Plaintiff retained the Certificates of Title (the "Titles")
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Defendants when Plaintiff received notification of the sale.

In June 2010, Defendants held the first auction for the travel trailers, and Defendants sold

approximately 23 trailers. Defendants remitted the sales proceeds to Plaintiff as agreed and, in July

20 I0, Defendants held a second auction wherein Defendants sold 201 travel trailers. Again,

Defendants remitted the sales proceeds to Plaintiff.

11.

In August 20 I0, after the first two auctions of travel trailers, Defendants asked Plaintiff to

provide Defendants with the Titles for all of the remaining travel trailers. Defendants advised that

Defendants needed the Titles in their office in case of an audit by the South Carolina Department

of Motor Vehicles. Defendants agreed to hold the Titles in trust pending future sales, and to remit

the sale proceeds to Plaintiff. Plaintiff complied with the request and sent the Titles to Defendants

to hold in trust pending future sales.

12.

Defendants sold an additional 24 travel trailers during the period between November 2010

and April 2011, and remitted funds from those sales to Plaintiff. Further, Defendants provided

Plaintiff with Consignor Settlement Statements showing sales for a total of 248 travel trailers

during the period between June 20 10 and April 2011, with an average gross sale price of Three

Thousand One Hundred Thirty-Five and 481100 Dollars ($3,135.48).

13.

Despite Defendants' initial compliance with the terms of the Trailer Contract, Plaintiff has

not received a Consignor Settlement Statement since May 20 II. Defendants have become very

difficult to communicate with in that Defendants have stopped answering Plaintiffs calls or

responding to Plaintiffs email and text messages. Further, Defendants have ignored Plaintiffs

requests for reports about the status of the consigned travel trailers, and for an accounting of any

additional sale proceeds.
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14.

In February 2013, Plaintiff referred a potential customer In South Carolina (the

"Customer") to Defendants for the purchase of several travel trailers. After the Customer viewed

the remaining inventory at Defendants' facility, the Customer notified Plaintiff that only ten (l0)

travel trailers remained at Defendants' facility, and that approximately 15-16 tires were missing

from the remaining inventory.

15.

Plaintiff has attempted to contact Defendants several times since February 2013 to address

the following concerns:

A) The whereabouts of fifty-nine (59) travel trailers that were consigned with Defendants

and for which no Consignor Settlement Statement has been provided;

8) The whereabouts of the Titles that were provided to Defendants to facilitate future sales

for Plaintiff

C) The explanation for why ten (10) travel trailers appear to remain m Defendants'

inventory yard;

D) The explanation for why there are tires missing from the remaining inventory; and

E) Other concerns relating to the Trailer Contract.

16.

In November 2015, Plaintiff's belief that only ten (10) travel trailer remained, and that the

remaining travel trailers had been alienated to the detriment of Plaintiff, was confirmed when

Defendants sent Plaintiff correspondence requesting that the ten (10) remaining travel trailers be

removed from Defendants' facility,and that the failure to do so would result in the forfeiture of

Plaintiffs ownership interests in the ten (10) remaining trailers.

17.

Plaintiff avers that Defendants breached the terms of the Loan Contract by failing to pay

such amounts due under the Loan Contract, and that Defendants' breach of the Loan Contract has

resulted in Plaintiff sustaining damages in the amount of Twenty-Five Thousand Seven Hundred

Thirty-Two and 45/100 Dollars ($25,732.45).
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Plaintiff further avers that Defendants breached the terms of the Trailer Contract by failing

to pay such amounts due under the Trailer Contract, and by failing to provide an accounting for

the travel trailers consigned to Defendants by Plaintiff, as well as an accounting for all funds

received by Defendants from the sale ofthe consigned travel trailers, and that Defendants' breach

of the Trailer Contract has resulted in Plainti ff sustaining in an amount commensurate with a sum

equal to the value ofthe fifty-nine (59) travel trailers shipped to Defendants.

19.

In light of the foregoing, WoridNet and Easler are liable unto Plaintiff, jointly, severally,

and in solido for the following damages, to wit:

A) Any and all damages associated with Defendants' breach of the Loan Contract;

B) Any and all costs damages associated with Defendants' breach of the Trailer

Contract;

CJ Interest from date of judicial demand for all damages, including costs, and any other

damages or elements of recovery; and

D) All other legal and equitable relief provided under law.

20.

Plaintiff further avers, in the alternative, that in the event it is determined that either the

Loan Contract or the Trailer Contract is not a binding and enforceable contract between Plaintiff

and Defendants, then Plaintiff is entitled to an award of damages on the basis of unjust enrichment

in such amounts as are commensurate with Plaintiffs damages.

21.

Plaintiff further desires that Defendants be directed to provide an accounting for all travel

trailers that Defendants; received from Plaintiff, including the current status of each travel trailer,

the sale price received for each travel trailer, and a recapitulation of the disbursement of the

proceeds from each travel trailer.
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Petitioner further shows, pursuant to Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure article 893, that it

is unknown at this time whether Plaintiffs' actual damages exceed the minimum requisite amount

necessary to establish the right to a trial by jury.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, J.A.H. ENTERPRISES, INC. D/B/A HENDERSON AUCTIONS, prays:

A) That certified copies of this petition, together with citation, be issued and served

according to law on Defendants, WORLDNET AUCTIONS, INC. and CHARLES R.

EASLER, II;

B) That after all legal delays have expired and due proceedings have been had, there

be judgment herein in favor of Plaintiff, J.A.H. ENTERPRISES, INC. D/B/A

HENDERSON AUCTIONS, and against Defendants, WORLDNET AUCTIONS, INC.

and CHARLES R. EASLER, II, jointly, severally, and in solido, awarding Plaintiffs:

1) Actual damages in such amounts that are reasonable on the premises;

2) Legal interest from the date of judicial demand on all amounts awarded;

3) All costs of these proceedings; and

4) All other general and equitable relief that may be due upon the law and

premises.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:

N E. BANKSTON (BAR No. 30384)
GA . A. DUHON (BAR No. 30482)
13922 Florida Boulevard
Post Office Box 305
Livingston, Louisiana 70754-0305
Telephone: (225) 435-4980
Facsimile: (225) 435-4978
Attorneys for Plaintiff, J.A.H. Enterprises, inc.

17of8

~

BAN K ~ TON DUll 0 N L L C

ATTORi':EYS AT LAW
. .' is s z z Fl.()HII),\ Il(llll.J:V,\R1)

~ t.t vr xc sro ». ,,,,,,'Om '"'''..;.'t'" (22)) 4\5·4~8()

21st Judicial District Court for Livingston
State of Louisiana

j.A.H. Enterprises, Inc. v. WoridNet Auctions, Inc., et al
Docket Number: Division:



SERVICE I:"ffORMATION

PLEASE SERVE PETITION VIA LONG-ARM STATUTE:

WORLDNET AUCTIONS, INC.
THROUGH ITS REGISTERED AGENT
CHARLES R. EASLER, II
174 South Main Street
Greeleyville, South Carolina 29056

AND

CHARLES R. EASLER, II
174 South Main Street
Greeleyville, South Carolina 29056
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