


06/06/10 Chainnan and Petitioner talk via phone with no progress. 

06/18/10 Chairman drafts letter to entire Board saying all requests go through him. 

07/22/10 Petitioner called the LALB Office to see if Ms. Dow had ever forwarded 
request. Ms. Edmonds sent the same email Ms. Dow already sent 
on June 1,2010. 

07/23/10 Contacted Ms. Emalie Boyce at the AG's Office, and she indicated that 
Ms. Dow was the appropriate party through whom to seek enforcement of 
the statute requiring that the information be provided. It was Ms. Boyce 
who alerted Petitioner of Louisiana's Constitution (Article 12 
Section 3), and Ms. Boyce also referred Petitioner to the statute to seek 
enforcement (R. S. 44:35). 

08/02/10 At the LALB meeting, Chainnan Comer angrily stresses he's the "chain of 
command" for the LALB, and Ms. Dow and Ms. Edmonds both admit on 
tape that Petitioner's request had never even been forwarded to potentially 
start any possible fulfillment. So, 64 days after the request was initiated, it 
had not even been considered for processing. 

08/09/10 Frustrated, Petitioner filed the subject Writ and petition for damages 
should the Court be so inclined under the provisions of R. S. 44:35(E)(1) 
to award such damages for the extended delay encountered in producing 
the LALB information. 

09/20/10 After the LALB meeting, Ms. Edmonds presented to Petitioner a 
haphazardly-prepared report in a half-hearted attempt to provide him with 
the information. Even Ms. Dow relayed at status conference, "I admit the 
information was somewhat vague." 

09/21/10 Petitioner drafted a certified letter to Ms. Dow relaying the report didn't 
remotely conform to what he requested. 

Petitioner fmnly believes that Defendant arbitrarily and unreasonable failed to 

respond to his request for records, and therefore seeks the imposition of civil penalties in 

accordance with RS 44:35E(1) which states: " ... .ifthe court finds that the custodian 

unreasonably or arbitrarily failed to respond to the request as required by R.S. 44:32 it 

may award the requester civil penalties not to exceed one hundred dollars per day, 

exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays, and legal public holidays for each such day of such 

failure to give notification." 

15. 

Petitioner has submitted a proposed order with this motion. 

Therefore, Petitioner seeks a Status Conference for the consideration of 

establishing a date at which oral arguments may be heard regarding the imposition of 

civil penalties for Defendant's handling of Petitioner's simple request together with the 

awarding of court costs incurred by Petitioner made necessary by that handling. 



Respectfully Submitted 

Freddie Phillips, in proper person 
Member, LA Auctioneer's Licensing Board 
8055 Hanks Drive 
Baton Rouge, LA 70812 
(225) 229-3341 (cell) 
E-mail: freddiephillips@bellsouth.net 

Certificate of Service: 

I certify that a copy of the foregoing has been served upon counsel for all parties to this 
proceeding by mailing the same to each'b6' First Class United States Mail, properly 
addressed and postage prepaid on this 19t day ofApril, 2011. 



LA Auctioneer's Licensing Board $$$ Reimbursed By Board Member 
Board Member and Title By Year of NAAINALLOA Travel 

Overland 
Norfolk Boise Orlando Madison Pittsburg Orlando San Diego Nashville Park Greensboro Orlando 
VA 10 FL WI PA FL CA TN KS NC FL 

(1 ) (2) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) 

2000 2001 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 . 

Barbara Bonnette (Sec. Treas.) 1,368 1,507 
Kenny Chatman 889 
Brian Fourroux 1,582 
Delmar "Buster" Gay (Chairman) 2,280 1,583 1,447 1,473 1,299 
Allen Persick (Sec. Treasurer) 1,086 2,119 1,298 
Tessa Steinkamp (Vice Chairman) 841 
Fred Walker 1,910 1,863 

4,190 4,814 . _ 0 2,954 0 4,289 2,119 4,179 o o o o 

(1) Minutes of 5/23/00 reflect Fred Walker, being approved to attend. Chairman Buster Gay also wanted surplus funds to be used to send other Board 
Members to attend. However, nothing indicates that suggestion went anywhere; furthermore, the minutes do not reflect formal Board approval for Chairman Gay to attend. 
Note: $250 on Buster Gay's voucher indicated to cover Fred's registration fee, so that $250 was subtracted from his voucher and added to Fred Walker's voucher. 

(2) Minutes of 5/15/01 indciate Mr. Bobby Green, former auctioneer whose license lapsed and who nevertheless remained on the occupying an audtioneer position, 
motioned that parameters be implemented to enable any Board Member who wanted to attend be permitted to do so. The motion died for lack of a second. 
Thereafter, the following LALB affiliated were approved to attend the convention: Delmar "BLister" Gay (Chairman); Fred Walker; Barbara Bonnette 
(Secretary Treasurer), and Sherrie Wilks (Executive Director). 

(3) Minutes of 3/26/02 indicate Mr. Green (see above) motioned that anyone wishing to attend be permitted to do so. Executive Director Wilks then relayed that she had, 
at the request of a Board Memer, contacted the Legislative Auditor's Office and that Legislative Audior informed her that sending just anyone to the convention would 
unequovially be a misuse of funds. She indicated they also relayed that ONLY OFFICERS of the Board coould be permitted to attend and that they MUST be acting in their 
capacity as officers to be reimbursed. Ms. Wilks also inquired that, if CE were offered at the convention, could that be used to justify a non-officer attending. She indicated 
the response was that any CE obtained should be considered "Iagnaippe." Ms. Steinkamp inquired who wanted to attend, to which Executive Director Wilks, Chairman Gay, 
and Secretary-Treasurer Bonnette all answered affirmatively. Mr. Walker motioned the Board into Executive Session and, upon re-emergining from ES it was apparently decided 
decided nobody would go and the whole subject would be revisited at a later date. 

(4) Minutes of 5/20/03 indicate two (2) unspecified Board Members are authorized to attend the convention. 

(5) Minutes of 5/19/04 indicate Chairman Gay and Executive Director Wilks are authorized to attend; however, there is no evidence that either did so, and Ms. Wilks states 
that she did NOT attend. 

~ (6) Minutes of 5/25/05 authorize ENTIRE BOARD to attend. Travel vouchers indicate, however, that only four (4) of the seven (7) members did so. 

-
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Note: Lodging, in the amount of $461.70, was included in Buster Gay's voucher as being applicable for Kenny Chatman. Therefore, that $461.70 was subtracted from Mr. 
Gay's voucher and added to Mr. Chatman's voucher. 

(7) No indication in January, March, or May minutes of 2006 to indicate any Board Member was formally approved to attend the conference. 

(8) Minutes indicate only three (3) member can attend. They make no mention of which three are permitted to attend. 

(9) No indication of any discussion of NAA I NALLOA convention in 2008. 

(10) No indication of any discussion of NAA I NALLOA convention in 2009. 

(11) May 17,2010 minutes indicate motion made by Buster Gay to send Executive Assistant and EITHER Chairman or Vice Chairman. A substitute motion was introduced 
by Board Member Robert Burns that, if neither the Chairman nor the Vice Chairman could attend, a replacement could be sent. Only Board Member Freddie Phillips 
(Secretary Treasurer) expressed any desire whatsoever to attend. Chairman Comer relayed Sandy, Exeuctive Assistant, being approved since she's "new" to the industry. 
Board Member Gay states historyically ONLY Chairman and Vice Chairman have been approved to attend. Subsitutue motion fails by a vote of 5-2. Main motion to send 
Ms. Edmonds and EITHER the Chair or Vice Chair passes unanimously; however, neither Chairman Comer nor Vice Chairman Steinkamp opted to attend. 

IN MY EXAMINATION OF THE MINUTES FOR THE LAST 10 YEARS OF THE LALB, I FOUND NO INSTANCE OF ANY BOARD MEMBER EVER BEING DENIED 
ATTENDANCE AT A CONVENTiON BY WAY OF A FORMAL VOTE. 

vvv?/ /r 'JIJI) .1171, / (.'/ 



AFFIDAVIT OF ROBERT EDIWN BURNS
 
APRIL 7, 2011
 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 

PARISH OF East Baton Rouge 

On this 7th day of April , 20 11 , before me, 
Notary Public, in and for the Parish of East Baton Rouge 
___, State of Louisiana, and in the presence of the undersigned witnesses personally 
appeared: 

Robert Edwin Bums , whose official business 
street address is declared to be 4155 Essen Lane, Apt. 228 
-1 which is located in the city or town of Baton Rouge in the 
State of Louisiana, and for which the zip code is 70809-2152 

Who did state before me that he examined the records of the Louisiana Auctioneer's 
Licensing Board (LALB) on this date and that such examination was comprised of travel 
vouchers and Board minutes covering the period January 1,2000 through the current 
date. He further stated that his intended purpose was to generate a spreadsheet outlining 
which past LALB members had been reimbursed for travel to the National Auctioneer's 
Association Convention and/or the National Auctioneer's Licensing Law Officials 
Agency (NAA & NALLOA) during that time frame. By executing this document, he 
attests that, to the absolute best ofhis knowledge and belief and upon his inspection of 
the aforementioned LALB records, the spreadsheet he has generated is accurate. He 
further states that this ex~in(ltion of LALB records required approximately two (2) 
hours and four (4) minutes (beginning at 10:10 (I..ro. and concluding at 12:14 p.m.) of his 
time and that he was accompanied by Ms. Cheryl Harrison, a paralegal employed by the 
Louisiana Attorney General's Office during the entire time ofhis records examination. 
He further relayed that he completed the aforementioned spreadsheet in less than an hour, 
making his total time required for the project approximately three (3) hours. 

o J J1/ - 0\ 



---

THUS DONE AND SIGNED by the parties on the date fIrst written above, in the 
presence ofme, Notary. 

t!-~ ,GtJ1J: 
~ -JOTARY PUBbffi386 

LA Bar Roll #: --,--- _ 
My commissions expire~T DEATH 

?~~l~i Cle,on GUill,at l&\~~ 
~~ NOlary Public ~~ 
~.. Commissioned for Ufe'f;~ 

. Notary 10 # 010386 



Robert Burns 

From:	 Robert Burns <Robert@AuctionSellsFast.com> 
Sent:	 Thursday, April 07, 2011 4:23 PM 
To:	 Freddie Phillips (freddiephillips@bellsouth.net) 
Cc:	 Sandy Edmonds (admin@lalb.org); Anna Dow (annadow@bellsouth.net); Anna Dow 

(anna.dow@gmail.com) 
Subject: Spreadsheet of LALB-Reimbursed NAA I NALLOA Travel from 2000 - 2010 
Attachments: Affidavit of Robert Edwin Bums 04.07.11.pdf; Shreadsheet of NALLOA Travel 04.07.11.pdf 

Freddie: 

At your request, I have this date examined the LALB records and now provide you with the attached spreadsheet 
regarding past LALB-reimbursed NAA/ NALLOA travel. I also have executed a sworn affidavit this same date attesting to 
the fact that, to my absolute best knowledge and belief and, based upon the records with which I was provided, it is 
accurate. I believe I have provided a report which corresponds literally exactly to the specifications you outlined in your 
letter of May 28, 2010 (which seemed awfully clear and unambiguous to me). Since this is material which pertains to an 
outstanding lawsuit which you have the against the LALB, in the interest of fairness, I am copying Ms. Sandy Edmonds, 
Executive Assistant, and Ms. Anna Dow, Legal Counsel, with this email. 

The documents are self-explanatory; however, I'll make a few points: 

~	 It took two hours and four minutes (2:04) to examine the documents and prepare a manual spreadsheet. It took 
less than an hour to then formalize the manual spreadsheet into an Excel spreadsheet, so all told this took just 
over three (3) hours. 

~	 As a licensee of this State and as a member of the public, I am deeply offended that our licensee resources have 
been, at least in my firm opinion, wasted on thousands of dollars in legal expenses and countless hours of 
quibbling about what all is entailed to produce the attached report. At most (including pulling the relevant 
records), it should have taken four (4) hours oftime. At $27.50/hour, which I understand Ms. Edmonds' current 
rate of pay to be, I am appalled and take offense to the fact that this report could have been provided to you at 
an approximate cost of around $100, yet the LALB has now spent over $2,000 in defending a suit brought about 
entailing the mere production of this spreadsheet. In short, it took more time to draft the 13 interrogatories 
and 10 requests for admissions of fact which the LALB, through legal counsel Anna Dow, presented to you than 
would have been reqUired to produce the report you requested. This is to say nothing of all the billed charges 
for computer research pertaining to your case. 

~	 As a result of this, I want this matter placed on the May 16, 2011 LALB agenda and some explanation provided as 
to why the LALB has chosen to waste not only my license fees, but that of many other auctioneers, when it was 
so simple to fulfill your request. I ask that you formally make request to the Board to place that item on the 
agenda for discussion. 

~	 I want to draw your attention to the year 2002 on the attached spreadsheet. The footnotes at the bottom are 
quite revealing pertaining to that year. I copied the actual minutes for that year (along with 2000 and 2001) due 
to the incredible detail which Ms. Wilks provided and the fact that the detail she provided with regard to what 
the Legislative Auditor's Office had advised was apparently blatantly either ignored or forgotten by the two 
veteran Board Members who served during that timeframe and remained on the Board in 2005 (Chairman Gay 
and Vice Chairman Steinkamp). I find it particularly galling that Ms. Steinkamp's memory apparently faded her 
given how emphatic she was at the August 2, 2010 LALB meeting that, "1 do recall this VERY CLEARLY, and I think 
you two are quite confused." Here's the link for that quote: Steinkamp: "Freddie, I WOL lun't war t you tc.. 
rer-resem. this B02rd!" (the quote I reference is atthe 1:18 mark). 

f -13
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10/21/10 
10:30 AM Louisiana Auctioneers Licensing Board 
Accrual Basis Transaction Detai! by Account 

All ~ransactionsType Date Num ame Memo Amount Balance-Paycheck 07/26/2005 5505 Tessa S Steinkamp 307.80 14,870.07 

Check 01/28/2006 5678 Bank of America air fare 162.90 15,032.97 

Check 02/03/2006 5685 Veranda House Jim in Nashville 444.60 15,477.57 

Paycheck 02/17/2006 5694 James E Steele 385.13 15,862.70 

Check 02/17/2006 5696 Bank of America air fare 200.70 16,063.40 

Check 07/17/2006 5821 Bank of America 07/06 conf airfare 303.10 16,366.50 

Check 07/17/2006 5829 Sherrie M Wilks 101.6 mi. - seminar related 431.52 16,798.02 

Check 07118/2006 5839 Allen Persick . 863.04 17,661.06 

Check 07118/2006 5839 Allen Persick . taxi 90.00 17,751.06 

Check 07/18/2006 5840 Anna Dow lodging 719.20 18,470.26 

Check 10/11/2006 5913 James E. Steele Parking in N.O. 10.00 18,480.26 

Check 02/21/2007 6022 Sherrie M Wilks lodging 226.10 18,706.36 

Check 03/16/2007 6042 Bank of America conf. airfare 604.60 19,310.96 

Check 07/18/2007 6158 Bank of America Air Fare 588.60 19,899.56 

Check 07/31/2007 6178 Buster Gay 3 nites 417.70 20,317.26 

Check 07/31/2007 6178 Buster Gay mise ground travel 77.50 20,394.76 

Check 08/13/2007 6193 Allen Persick . mtng 605.56 21,000.32 . 

Check 09/28/2007 6233 Brian Fourroux . mtng 605.56 21,605.88 

Check 09/28/2007 6233 Brian Fourroux . grnd transp 48.60 21,654.48 

Check 10/01/2007 6236 Allen Persick . mtng 114.50 21,768.98 

Check 10/01/2007 6239 Allen Persick . 21,768.98 

Check 12/04/2007 6285 Allen Persick . 21,768.98 

Check 01/15/2008 6322 Allen Persick . 21,768.98 

General Journal 06/30/2008 cpa803 1,056.20 22,825.18 

Check OS/24/2010 6834 Worldtek Travel employee conference hotel registration 0.00 22,825.18 

Check 07/19/2010 6862 Sandy F. Edmonds hotel for NAA convention 07/13/10-7/16/10 514.97 23,340.15 

Check 07/19/2010 6862 Sandy F. Edmonds taxi transportation to/from NAA convention hotel 3200 23,372.15 

Check 07/19/2010 6864 Bank of America airfare to NAA for S. Edmonds 275.95 23,648.10 

Total O.S. Travel & Lodging 23,648.10 23,648.10 

0.5. Meals 

Check 07/31/1997 3338 Bobby Green 91.16 91.16 

Check 04/16/1998 3502 Bobby Green 90.00 181.16 

Page 2 of 4 



10:30 AM Louisiana Auctioneers Licensing Board 
i 10/21/10 

Accrual Basis Transaction Detail by Account 
All ~ransactions Amount BalanceType Date Num ame Memo-

Check 07/21/1998 3585 Buster Gay 67.52 248.68 

Check 08/18/1999 3886 Buster Gay 135.75 384.43 

Paycheck 07/28/2000 4147 Delmar E Gay 167.08 551.51 

Paycheck 07/28/2000 4148 Fred T. Walker 178.07 729.58 

Check 09/18/2000 4173 Buster Gay NAA Convention 36.00 765.58 

Paycheck 02/16/2001 4287 Fred T. Walker Seminar LC 16.50 782.08 

Paycheck 04/17/2001 1032 Fred T. Walker P/D, Mi, Meals, - Slidell 27.54 809.62 

Deposit 06/06/2001 Buster Gay reimbursement for NAA Conv -4.00 805.62 

Check 07/24/2001 4402 Sherrie M Wilks NAA Conv 131.00 936.62 

Paycheck 07/24/2001 4403 Delmar E Gay 94.16 1,030.78 

Check 09/21/2001 4435 Sherrie M Wilks NAA Conv 0.00 1,030.78 

Check 12/04/2001 4482 Barbara Bonnette Meals 111.46 1,142.24 

Check 01/15/2002 4514 Barbara Bonnette Meals 0.00 1,142.24 

Check 07/22/2002 4648 Sherrie M Wilks 132.00 1,274.24 

Paycheck 07/26/2002 4661 Barbara R Bonnette NAA Conv 49.23 1,323.47 

Paycheck 07/28/2003 4930 Delmar E Gay 129.26 1,452.73 

Paycheck 10/31/2003 4997 Terry Shirley. 19.60 1,472.33 . 

Paycheck 01/30/2004 5069 Allen Persick {Bd Mbr} 53.23 1,525.56 

Paycheck 07/18/2004 5231 Delmar E Gay 79.79 1,605.35 

Paycheck 12/02/2004 5324 Delmar E Gay 62.64 1,667.99 

Paycheck 07/26/2005 5499 Allen Persick NAA Conf 136.21 1,804.20 

Paycheck 07/26/2005 5504 Delmar E Gay 231.08 2,035.28 

Paycheck 07/26/2005 5514 J. R. Chatman 16.54 2,051.82 

Paycheck 07/26/2005 5505 Tessa S Steinkamp 198.02 2,249.84 

Check 02/03/2006 5686 James E. Steele Travel Advance 310.00 2,559.84 

Check 07117/2006 5829 Sherrie M Wilks 101.6 mi. - seminar related 114.00 2,673.84 

Check 07/18/2006 5839 Allen Persick . 5500 2,728.84 

Check 07/18/2006 5840 Anna Dow meals 92.95 2,821.79 

Check 02/21/2007 6022 Sherrie M Wilks 104.00 2,925.79 

Check 07/31/2007 6178 Buster Gay 1meal 31.12 2,956.91 

Check 08/13/2007 6193 Allen Persick . mtng 207.07 3,163.98 

Check 09/28/2007 6233 Brian Fourroux . mtng 104.76 3,268.74 

Check 07/08/2010 6859 Sandy F. Edmonds meal allowance for NAA convention 07/13/10-7/161 168.00 3,436.74 

Page 3 of 4 



10/21/10 
10:30 AM 

Accrual Basis 

Total O.S. Meals 

Out of State - Other 

Total Out of State - Other 

Total Out of State 

Total Travel 

Total Operating Expenses 

TOTAL 

Type Date 

Louisiana Auctioneers Licensing Board 

Transaction Detail by Account 
N Ail Transactions M urn Name emo- Amount-3,436.74 

Balance 

3,436.74 

General Journal 

Check 

06/30/1997 

02/21/2007 

Balances 

6022 Sherrie M Wilks 

Opening 

Parking & Tips 

1,285.00 

26.00 

1,311.00-

1,285.00 

1,311.00 

1,311.00 

28,395.84- 28,395.84 

28,395.84- 28,395.84 

28,395.84- 28,395.84 

28,395.84 28,395.84 
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Feb 10 11 01 :OOp Alissa Phillips Realty LL	 225 358 4663 p.2 

MNA E. Dow
 
ATTORNEY AT LA,,\, 

1434 N. BCRNSIDE Avn:UE, SUTTl:: I 4 
GOl';LALES. LoCISlr\NA 707J7 

225- 644- \ 865 
225-644- 1860 (E<\cSL\11LE) 

E-/'-1?JL: ANNADOW@BELLSOVTH.Nl:l' ] anuary 26, 2011 

FREDDIE L. PHILLIPS
 
8055 Hanks Drive
 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70812
 

Re; Slander and Invasion of Privacy demand 

Dear Mr. Phillips: 

At the meeting of the Louisiana Auctioneers Licensing Board, you spoke with regard to 
invoices submitted by my office to the Board, which are public record. At that time, you made 
reference to "misappropriation of funds" when referring to those invoices. When asked if you 
were accusing me of misappropriation of funds, then you said no, and indicated that Mr. Comer 
was the subject of your statement. 

In either case, you have accused both Mr. Comer, the Chairman, and myself of 
misappropriation of funds. Misappropriation of :funds, as defmed by Section 67 ofTitle 14 of the 
Louisiana Revised Sta.tutes, means the taking of funds, or theft. By caJiing Mr. Comer and 
myseifthieves. you have accused us without basis in law or in fact. I do not believe that you 

.'"	 meant to call any member of the board Dr employee of the board a thief. Therefore, I would ask 
that you retract that statement. If you do not do so, then Mr. Comer and 1 reserve the right to file 
suit against you for slander and invasion of privacy. 

Please retract your statement within ten clays of the receipt of this letter. 

Sincerely, 

././:~~' /" ...... An~a~: D~;' 

pc: Ken Comer 

/)-/~ 

&TO:-l ROINE TELE?Ho~£ Jiml6ERs *VOIC:: 225272-{)707; E\csl~ntE 225·273·3590 

mailto:ANNADOW@BELLSOVTH.Nl:l


Freddie Phillips 
8055 Hanks Drive 
Baton Rouge, LA 70812-4122 

DELIVERED VIA CERTIFIED MAIL: ARTICLE # 7010 0780 0001 12647983
 
DUPLICATE SENT VIA REGULAR MAIL
 

February 16,2011 

MS ANNA DOW, LEGAL COUNSEL 
LA AUCTIONEERS LICENSING BOARD 
1434 N BURNSIDE STE 14 
GONZALES LA 70737-2155 

Dear Ms. Dow: 

I respond to your letter of January 26, 2011 as follows: 

~	 I retract nothing from any segment of my observations, remarks, and request for 
inquiries pertaining to the January 10, 2011 LALB meeting, 

~	 With regard to your statement that you and Chairman Comer "reserve the right to 
file suit against me," you may serve me with such suit at the address listed at the 
top of this letter. To assist the EBRP Sheriff in such an endeavor, let me provide 
directions coming from 1-12: 

Take the Airline Highway (D. S. 61) Exit North 6.1 miles to RIGHT on 
Hanks. Go 1.2 miles to my house on the LEFT. 

~	 I respectfully request that this matter be placed on the LALB agenda for
 
discussion at the March 21, 2011 LALB meeting.
 

~	 I respectfully inquire of you where your concerns regarding my character were at 
the meeting of August 2,2010 when Board Member Buster Gay commenced with 
an approximate 2-mmute diatribe regarding how I may be an "embarrassment" at 
the NALLOA Conference held the previous month and his statement that 
"somebody hypnotized you and had you withdraw $7,000 for your church's 
account and give it to them." 

Cc: LA Attorney General's Office, Sincerely, 
LA Office ofRisk Management d" ..• .a~ ,>""'-/. • -./;/1'':

7"~t?i#/:--'1.. /,._~{.'<..-11 
~	 . 

Freddie Phillips 
P~11
 


