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November 8, 2013

MR JAMES D “BUDDY” CALDWELL
ATTORNEY GENERAL, STATE OF LOUISIANA
P O BOX 94005

BATON ROUGE LA 70804-9005

Dear Attorney General Caldwell:

I wish to file a formal complaint against the Louisiana Auctioneer Licensing Board (LALB) for the Board’s
steadfast refusal to place a link on the Board’s website, for the trade association I founded and
for which I serve as President, the Louisiana Association ot Protessional Auctioneers (LAPA). That link is

The Board presently has links for the Louisiana Auctioneer Association and the National Auctioneer
Association. LAPA’s website provides invaluable guidance for consumers for avoiding problematic auction
experiences. Through its repeated and adamant stands refusing to place the link on its website (for which I can
provide your office with links for videos of same), I assert the LALB has: #1) blatantly discriminated against
me based on my race as I am the only African American auctioneer in Louisiana’s history, and #2) blatantly
violated my rights under the First Amendment of the Constitution of the United States. The LALB is not some
private club but instead is a public agency funded with public funds and therefore does not have the prerogative
to discriminate or violate my First Amendment rights. Accordingly, I ask that your office either issue a
directive for the LALB to add LAPA’s link to the other trade association links on its website or else issue a
directive for the LALB to remove the other links presently on its website.

I appreciate your time in considering my complaint, and I look forward to the Attorney General’s Office
initiating one of the two actions I've outlined in the preceding paragraph.

Sincerely,
Cc: Marjorie Esman, Executive Director — Louisiana ACLU (via email)
Stephen Street, Louisiana State Inspector General (via email)

Kev, rreaqie rL.ee rmlups
LAPA President and Founder

8055 Hanks Dr., Baton Rouy A 3124122
Phone: 225-358-4663 | Cell: 225-229-3341 | www.au eer-la.org | fre lie@auctioneer-la.org




Rev. Freddie Lee PhiIIiEs

From: Rev. Freddie Lee Phillips <freddie@auctioneer-la.org>

Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2013 4:.02 AM

To: Boyce, Emalie

Cce: director@laaclu.org; stephen.street@la.gov

Subject: Complaint Against LAPB Filed With LA Attorney General's Office
Ms. Boyce:

 hope you had an enjoyable Veteran's Day.

On Friday, | mailed this one-page complaint against the LALB to the Attorney General’s Office:

As you will note in the 2™ paragraph of the complaint, | reference the availability of video links for videos of the LALB
repeatedly rejecting my requests for placing a link to my trade association’s website on its own website links page.

| requested that LAPA Vice President Robert Burns create a webpage of those videos, and he has done so. A direct link

for all of those videos is:

| know you likely won’t be the one handling the complaint, Ms. Boyce, but | respectfully request that you forward this
email to whomever in your office may be responsible for handling my complaint in order that the person may have
access to the preceding link.

As | plainly state in the complaint, | believe that the LALB has #1) engaged in blatant racial discrimination against me in
its decision and, #2) blatantly violated my rights under the First Amendment of the U. S. Constitution. As | make known
in my complaint to your office, | request that the Attorney General’s Office either issue a directive mandating that my
trade association’s URL weblink be added to the Board’s webpage of association links or else
that the Attorney General's Office issue a directive instructing the LALB to remove the links for the other two trade

associations presently on its website link page.

It’s my sincere hope that the Louisiana Attorney General’s Office will fulfill my request but, if not, I’'m hopeful that the
Louisiana Chapter of the ACLU will consider initiating a lawsuit on my behalf if my request outlined in my complaint is
not fulfilled. Accordingly, | have copied Ms. Marjorie Esman, Executive Director of the Louisiana Chapter of the ACLU, on

this email.

| appreciate your willingness to forward this email to whomever in the Louisiana Attorney General’s Office may handle
my complaint, Ms. Boyce, and | look forward to hearing back from your office on the disposition of my complaint.

Sincerely,



TAtTglARids ACKAWTIATIOWMN O

Rev. Freddie Lee Phillips, President

LA Association of Professional Auctioneers (LAPA)
8055 Hanks Drive

Baton Rouge, LA 70812-4122

(225) 229-3341



Rev. Freddie Lee Phillips

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Good Afternoon:

Rev. Freddie Lee Phillips <freddie@auctioneer-la.org>

Friday, January 03, 2014 4:17 PM

‘constituentservices@ag.state.la.us’

‘director@laaclu.org'

Status of My Complaint of 11/8/13 Against Louisiana Auctioneer's Licensing Board
(LALB)

[ want to check into the status of a comolaint | filed with the Louisiana Attorney General’s Office on November 8,
2013. That complaint is at this link:

The complaint now serves as the most recent development in a year-long effort to have my trade association’s website
added to the LALB’s website. The LALB is a governmental entity and, as such, it neither has the authority to blatantly
discriminate against me as the only African American auctioneer in Louisiana history and also to blatantly violate my
Frist Amendment rights under the Constitution of the United States of America. That full year’s effort is chronicled at

this website link:

Thus far, | have received no response whatsoever from Louisiana Attorney General Buddy Caldwell’s Office, and | would

appreciate feedback.

| appreciate your time, and | look forward to hearing back from you in the near future.

TAviirCiania ASCruaIATIOWN OYF

Rev. Freddie Lee Phillips, President
LA Association of Professional Auctioneers (LAPA)

8055 Hanks Drive

Baton Rouge, LA 70812-4122

(225) 229-3341



